Results from the first phase of the Weston Recreation Field Project consultation
Summary

· Groundwork Cheshire consulted door to door with all residents adjacent to the field. Those residents not at home on either of the 2 dates were left a letter explaining where the plans could be viewed, a feed-back form and an addressed envelope. 

· Consultations were also held at 3 community events, with Connexions youth workers on site and around the area, on-line, at Broken Cross Community School and at local churches.  

· The consultation was advertised through the local newspaper, local venues and on-line via community websites. 

· Proposed development plans and feedback forms were on display at the Community Resource Centre on Gilchrist Avenue, Children’s Centre, Broken Cross Community School, Weston Library, Calvary Church, St John’s Church and on-line via Cllr Beckford’s blog site, the Macc Skate Group blog site and Groundwork Cheshire’s website.
· Over 164 people have been consulted. In addition all the students of Broken Cross Primary School were given the opportunity to provide comments and ideas.  
· Thirty eight of the respondents are interested in being kept up to date on the project’s progress. 

· Approximately half of the residents surveyed currently use the site - mainly for dog walking, as a route through the estate, for football/sports and informal play. 

· As dog-walkers are the main users of the site at present they should be considered in any plans.  

· Twenty eight percent of residents never use the site - citing dog fouling, anti-social behaviour and lack of facilities as the main negative issues. 

· Many of the young people consulted on site and primary school students stated that the area was currently boring. 

· A wheeled sports area, a play space for older children and pitch drainage were the main priorities identified. 
· The students from Broken Cross Primary School would like to see natural play as well as traditional equipment, with swings being the most popular choice in addition to more original ideas such as tyres, monkey bars, witch’s hat and a zip wire.

· Some of the boys stated that they would probably not use a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) but the girls would be interested in joining in organised activities on the MUGA such as netball, however they probably wouldn’t use it on their own. Over one third of the primary school children who responded play sports on the site already – mainly football.  

· Many young people would be interested in getting involved with the design process.  

· There are several volunteer-run football sessions on the site for young people. The participants noted problems with pitch drainage and dog fouling. The lack of lighting also means that they cannot play after school in winter. 
· Plans should consider disabled access and inclusion. 

· Drainage works will be necessary before any other development is carried out. 

· Overall the comments were positive and only 6 people had concerns that negative behaviour may increase if the space is improved. 

· Security measures such as lighting and tidying/opening up access routes are seen as necessary by some residents to prevent anti-social behaviour.

· Access and entrance improvements were more popular with those adjacent to the site and so should be considered separately as these residents will be directly affected by any developments. The Kendal Road access route has anti-social behaviour (ASB) issues associated with it. This is where existing noise problems are focused. The northern access route from Portland Walk also exhibits some ASB associated with the steps near the path. Residents have also noted a litter problem on the access routes. 

· Seating, litter bins and dog bins should be considered in any plans.

· The work should be carried out in phases with associated community involvement to try and prevent abuse of the facilities and to build community ownership of the site.  
Next steps

· The amended and phased proposal plans will be made available at the same locations 
· Drainage works will be the first issue addressed
· A wheeled sports and play area design event will be organised and publicised 
Quotes from the feedback forms
“Bmx will keep older kids occupied”

(65+ year old female)

“I think it looks amazing.  Bmx track looks the best” 

(13-18 year old male)

 “I think that it should be a really good park and have loads of fun things in it” (6-12 year old female)

“…pitch worth doing if you sort dog issue out”

(36-45 year old female)

“…improvements to pitch, better drainage needed”

(36-45 year old male)

 “Small start - keep an eye on it”
